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TO  A YOUNG  FRIEND  EXPLORING 
THE  QUIET  MEETING  FOR  WORSHIP 

What  to  do  in  a quiet  Meeting  for  Worship? 
Some  people  of  all  ages  when  with  other  people 
seem  to  become  uneasy  and  almost  panicky  when 
silence  breaks  out. 

“Man,  you  could  hear  the  silence  drop  into  that 
room!”  related  the  boy  whose  class  at  school  had 
been  stunned  into  silence  by  a student’s  rudeness 
to  the  teacher.  “No  one  said  a word,  and  we  just 
looked  at  each  other.  I could  have  died!”  a girl 
was  telling  of  an  embarrassment,  intensified 
through  silent,  wordless  moments  that  stretched 
into  endless  minutes. 

Yet  Quakers  plan  for  times  of  quiet,  look  for- 
ward to  them,  and  use  them  as  the  basis  for  wor- 
ship. Does  the  expectation  and  planning  for  these 
periods  of  quiet  remove  the  confusion,  the  em- 
barrassment, and  the  apprehension?  Yes,  and  it  is 
the  expectation  which  is  most  important.  I find 
that  during  a day  I will  yearn  for  some  place  or  bit 
of  time  for  uninterrupted,  private  worship  and 
quiet  meditation,  as  at  other  times  I want  a re- 
freshing drink  of  water,  a shady  place  from  the 
sun,  good  food  to  satisfy  my  hunger,  or  music,  a 
poem,  a picture  of  Van  Gogh’s  to  free  my  dragging 
spirits.  But  these  feelings  are  not  equal  to  or  just 
the  same  as  the  need  for  times  of  silence. 

What  do  you  do  in  a Meeting  for  Worship? 
What  do  you  think  about?  How  do  you  know  you 
are  doing  the  right  thing  or  filling  the  silence  with 
the  right  thoughts?  These  are  the  right  questions 
and  the  most  common  questions  to  ask  about 
Meeting  for  Worship.  Let’s  think  about  them  — 
and  I will  think  about  my  answers. 

What  do  I do  in  a Meeting  for  Worship?  Well, 
first  of  all  I want  to  be  there— and  that  means  to  be 
there  on  time  or  a little  early.  I always  feel  I have 
cheated  myself  in  some  way  if  I have  to  rush  my- 
self into  a breathless  anxiety  to  get  there  or  if  I 
interrupt  the  Meeting  for  others  by  arriving  after 
it  has  begun. 

After  arriving  I try  to  get  settled  in  a comfor- 
table, relaxed  position,  for  I want  my  whole  body 
to  enjoy  this  experience.  Sometimes  I have  been 
more  bothered  by  my  foot  going  to  sleep  than  by 
my  neighbor’s  going  to  sleep. 

It  is  quiet.  I have  settled  down,  and  it  seems  to 
be  that  everyone  else  has  settled.  Now  what  do 
you  do?  You  can’t  just  begin  to  worship.  What’s 
that  — worship? 
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Remember  what  Friends,  who  find  this  form  of 
silent  worship  helpful,  believe  about  God.  We 
believe  that  what  we  know  about  God,  what  we 
have  experienced,  we  have  known  and  experi- 
enced within  ourselves.  God,  Truth,  the  Inward 
Light,  the  Spark,  the  Seed  ( that  sprouts  and  grows 
into  a wonderful  plant),  the  Pure  Principle,  the 
Spirit  that  delights  to  do  no  evil— all  these  wonder- 
ful time-worn  words  for  wonderful  time-worn  ex- 
periences describe  something  within  each  of  us 
which  we  have  taken  time  to  think  about,  to  wor- 
ship, and  to  experience  in  this  Meeting. 

What  do  you  think  about  in  Meeting?  When 
Rufus  lones  made  his  first  trip  to  England  at  the 
age  of  23,  he  went  to  Birmingham  Meeting  where 
he  was  moved  to  speak,  and  began  with  a phrase 
he  had  often  used  at  home  in  New  England:  “Since 
sitting  in  this  meeting  I have  been  thinking  . . .” 
Afterwards,  William  Graham,  an  older  Friend, 
took  him  aside  and  said,  “I  was  grieved  at  what 
thou  said  in  meeting  ....  Thou  shouldst  not  have 
been  thinking.”  Thinking  does  sometimes  stand  in 
the  way  of  this  inner  working  of  the  Spirit— your 
Spirit. 

A noble  thought  is  not  at  all  necessary  for  your 
worship,  and  you  should  not  worry  or  be  uneasy 
if  you  find  your  mind  cluttered  with  all  kinds  of 
funny,  absurd,  painful  things— as  well  as  “import- 
ant” matters.  “Did  I have  to  sit  next  to  this  char- 
acter? ...  I wonder  whether  the  oven  is  turned 
off  . . . I’m  glad  I didn’t  wear  that  sweater  now  . . . 
Who  is  that  sitting  by  the  window?  . . . The  cars 
that  go  up  and  down  this  street!  . . . How  can  any- 
one tell  the  truth  all  the  time?  ...  I wish  I could 
either  get  that  tune  out  of  my  head  or  remember 
the  words  to  it  . . . Now  what  did  Mom  mean, 
‘You’re  almost  a man  now’?” 

I would  say  that  the  above  collection  of  random 
thoughts  is  fairly  typical  and  that  such  thoughts 
are  translated  time  and  again  by  persons  of  every 
age.  Note,  however,  that  some  of  these  items  in- 
dicate that  you  are  noticing  people  as  they  affect 
you  or  as  they  are  affected  by  you,  and  at  other 
times  the  thoughts  are  an  odd  assortment  unre- 
lated to  the  people  present.  You  are  feeling,  hear- 
ing things,  inside  and  out.  Something  important 
has  begun  to  percolate  in  you. 

The  wonderful  experience  of  giving  yourself  to 
the  quiet  and  your  own  potential  in  it  has  begun. 
Remember  those  paper  weights  that  have  a winter 
scene  inside?  Turned  over  or  shaken  the  ball  will 
cloud  with  “snow”  which  takes  time  to  settle  until 
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you  can  see  again  the  figures  in  the  familiar  scene. 
Meeting  is  a little  like  that. 

Marian,  the  mother  of  our  family,  used  to  say 
to  the  children  that  Meeting  was  a time  to  listen. 
“Listen  to  what?”  Why,  listen  to  whatever  you 
can  hear!  Bird  songs,  breathing  of  people,  words 
inside  you  or  coming  from  others.  It  is  not  so  much 
a time  for  thinking  as  for  listening.  And  I would 
add:  Meeting  is  a time  for  seeing— seeing  mem- 
ories, seeing  people,  seeing  the  invisibles  we  do 
not  normally  use  our  eyes  for! 

How  do  you  know  you  are  doing  the  right  thing 
or  that  it  leads  us  to  the  importance  of  people 
meeting  together  to  worship  in  quiet?  Most  of  the 
things  I’ve  written  about  so  far  could  go  on  when 
one  is  alone. 

We  discover  a great  thing  through  meeting  with 
others  for  whom  worship  is  a vigorous,  vital,  ac- 
tive part  of  their  lives.  Something  happens!  You 
find  you  have  words  pushing  you  up  on  to  your 
feet  to  say,  you  have  something  to  tell,  something 
you  must  share.  And  in  turn  someone  else  will  be 
moved  to  share  the  inner  workings  of  the  Seed. 
And  you— you  will  discover  that  those  thoughts  or 
words  or  experiences  are  happening,  or  have  hap- 
pened, to  you.  What  excitement!  What  is  going  on 
here?  The  whole  Meeting  may  throb  with  a com- 
mon pulse  for  a while,  aware  that  what  they  have 
all  been  seeking  is  present  among  them  and  what- 
ever has  been  done  in  faithful  preparation  and 
anticipation  was  all  right.  Your  experience,  your 
insight,  have  been  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
the  Meeting  having  united  with  you. 

One  is  not  to  be  disappointed  when  a whole 
Meeting  is  not  illuminated  by  this  Light.  Or  when 
you  feel  that  something  is  happening  to  everyone 
else  but  you.  Sometimes  it  seems  to  happen  to  no 
one  but  you.  That  is  hard.  But  for  those  who  look 
for  support  and  for  the  sharing  of  religious  resas- 
surance  that  they  are  on  the  Way,  meeting  to- 
gether for  worship  is  helpful  and  many  times 
essential. 

Now,  one  more  word  for  you  who  may  be  on 
the  threshold  of  seeking  worship  in  this  way.  I 
believe  that  the  insight  Friends  have  had  in  seek- 
ing in  silent  worship  is  greater  than  all  their  other 
faiths  and  practices.  It  is  more  universal  than  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends.  Its  discovery  and 
use  produce  a dynamic  for  the  individual  and  for 
the  group.  In  this  day  of  tapping  new  sources  of 
power  that  will  change  our  material  world,  this 
power  of  silent  worship  may  prove  to  be  an  es- 
sential new  element  to  our  spiritual  life. 

Those  who  are  experienced  in  what  I have  been 
describing  may  say,  “Oh,  no,  it  isn’t  that  way.  It 
isn’t  like  that  for  me!”  And  next  year  I may  say 
it  differently,  for  worship  brings  with  each  experi- 
ence a new  freshness. 

But  I hope  I have  encouraged  you  to  try  it,  this 
quiet  seeking.  There’s  the  fun!  There’s  the  joy  of 
discovery!  There’s  the  exploration  of  your  own 
infinite  worthfulness. 

-EDWIN  SANDERS 
Orange  Grove  Meeting 
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TORN 

Mtj  son  is  home  from  Vietnam, 

Working,  studying,  as  before. 

With  his  friends. 

Talking  fuel  mixtures, 

Tumbling  about  like  young  mastiffs. 

Their  eyes  are  the  laughing  eyes  of  youth. 

But  their  mouths! 

They  wear  the  tragic  mouths 
Of  killers  who  hated  the  killing. 

Taught  as  children  to  love  and  cherish. 
Conditioned  as  men  to  hate  and  kill. 

We  grieve  for  war  dead,  tvorld-ivide. 

And  what  of  the  men  who  saw  them  die 
Having  flung  the  grenade,  thrust  the  bayonet! 
Their  minds  forever  hold  memories. 

Their  muscles,  forever  reflexes. 

They  hurled  a bomb,  iviped  out  a village. 

Then  succored  old  women. 

Carried,  comforted  wounded  childreri. 

Torn,  torn! 

With  what  fractured  minds  they  return 
To  be  citizens,  future  leaders! 

What  society  will  they  build? 

The  blessed  community? 

No. 

God  is  not  mocked. 

The  split  twig;the  marred  tree;the  distorted  forest. 

But  now  on  the  wind  a distant  chant! 

A thou.sand  voices  are  lifted  — 

“No  more  war!” 

Ten  thousand  students  march,  singing 
“I  aint  gwine  study  war  no  more.” 

A hundred  thousand  follow. 

The  peoples  of  the  world 
Lift  their  drooped  heads. 

They  listen.  Hope  stirs. 

Will  youth,  with  God,  yet  save  them? 

-ALICE  SHOEMAKER 
Pacific  Ackworth  Meeting 


TEENAGE  FRIENDS  ADVENTURE  TO  MEXICO 

Numerous  teenage  Friends  throughout  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  have  helped  to  make  these  experiences  inspir- 
ing and  unforgettable.  This  year’s  trip  will  be  by  VW  cara- 
van, plane,  train,  and  bus.  51  days  and  9000  miles, 
seeking  the  heart  of  the  country  and  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  camping  all  the  way — really  roughing  it,  but  with 
songs  on  our  lips  and  folk-rhythm  in  our  feet.  Ken 
Stevens,  R-8,  3473  California,  Modesto,  Calif.  95351. 


JOHN  WOOLMAN  SCHOOL  — Quaker  coeducational 
boarding  school,  grades  10,  11,  and  12,  offers  college 
preparation,  individualized  instruction,  simplicity,  work 
experience  and  social  action.  For  student  and  teacher 
applications  write:  Harold  Blickenstaff,  Principal,  Rt.  1, 
Box  J-26,  Nevada  City,  Calif.  95959.  — Advertisement 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

Highlights  from  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  meeting,  held  on  March  19, 
1966  at  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting  House. 

ACTION  ITEMS 

Monthly  Meetings  with  names  beginning  P to 
Z are  asked  to  name  representatives  to  Representa- 
tive Committee  for  a two-year  period  in  1966. 

^ Contributions  from  individuals  and  Meetings 
to  the  Friend  in  Washington  program  should  be 
so  designated,  checks  made  out  and  sent  to  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  245 
Second  St.  NE,  Washington,  D.C.  20002. 

— ' Monthly  Meetings  which  have  not  yet  paid 
their  Yearly  Meeting  assessment  of  $7.00  per  mem- 
ber are  asked  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
PYM  fiscal  year  closes  on  June  30. 

— PYM  standing  committees  should  submit  bud- 
get, plans  to  the  Finance  Committee  in  advance  of 
Yearly  Meeting. 

Reports  on  the  State  of  the  Society  from  re- 
gional Meetings,  plus  Mexico  City  and  Honolulu 
Monthly  Meetings,  will  be  printed  in  the  Friends 
Bidletin  as  Documents  in  Advance.  Length  should 
be  about  400  words;  deadline  is  June  1. 

GENERAL  DECISIONS 

Correction  of  1965  PYM  Minutes:  Minute  1965-4 
should  be  changed  from:  “Appointments  [to 
Friends  Worlds  Conference]  are  to  be  reported 
to  the  1966  Executive  Committee  for  endorse- 
ment” to:  “Nominations  are  to  be  reported  . . . . 
for  appointments.” 

Official  address  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  be: 
c/o  Friends  Meeting  House,  2151  Vine  Street, 
Berkeley,  California  94709.  The  Clerk  of  Berkeley 
Meeting  is  authorized  to  open  Yearly  Meeting 
communications  and  forward  them  to  the  proper 
person. 

Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee  received  approval 
for  letters  to  be  sent  from  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee to  the  President  and  the  State  Department, 
commending  the  progress  being  made  in  relaxa- 
tion of  restrictions  on  travel  in  China. 

New  Ways  of  Bringing  Friends  Together.  Funds 
were  authorized  to  make  possible  a weekend 
meeting  of  the  members  of  this  committee  prior 
to  Yearly  Meeting. 

Nominating  Committee.  The  following  persons 
were  approved  to  serve  in  the  1969  year-class: 
Anna  James  (Monterey  Peninsula  Meeting), 
Margaret  Oettinger  (Salem  Meeting),  and  Char- 
les Swift  (Santa  Monica  Meeting).  Alternates: 
Alice  Dart  (Eugene  Meeting)  and  John  Ullman 
(La  Jolla  Meeting). 

The  Peace  Committee’s  request  for  enlarged  mem- 
bership was  approved  by  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing minute:  The  Yearly  Meeting  Peace  Commit- 
tee shall  be  made  up  of  regional  Peace  Committee 
Chairmen,  plus  one  other  member  suggested  by 
each  regional  committee. 
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Travel  Expenses  of  PYM  representatives  to  the 
annual  meetings  of  AFSC  and  FCNL  will  be  ar- 
ranged as  follows: 

1)  Treasurer  will  be  informed  by  Nominating 
Committee  of  all  who  are  entitled  to  receive 
travel  expense  assistance. 

2)  Each  one  of  these  who  intends  to  go  will 
notify  Treasurer  at  least  three  weeks  in  advance 
of  departure. 

3)  Treasurer  will  send  to  each  of  those  who  ap- 
plies for  travel  assistance  a check  for  up  to  $300, 
with  instructions  to  return  it  without  delay  if 
plans  to  use  it  are  changed. 

4)  Treasurer  will  notify  AFSC  and  FCNL  re- 
spectively of  our  action,  and  request  partial  reim- 
bursement as  funds  are  available. 

5 ) This  authorizes  any  net  expense  not  covered 
by  budget  to  be  taken  out  of  reserves  as  an  expend- 
iture beyond  budget. 

Frie7T.ds  World  Conference  representatives  Were 
approved  as  follows: 

Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting  ( 1 ) 

Barbara  Elfbrandt 
Baxter  Hum,  Alternate 
College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  ( 2 ) 

Robert  Barns 
Catherine  Bruner 
Margaret  Brooks,  Alternate 
Neto  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  ( 1 ) 

Marian  Hoge 

Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  ( 2 ) 

Hazel  Legge 
Ward  Miles 

Margaret  Lorenz,  Alternate 
Southern  Calif or^iia  Half-Yearly  Meeting  (2) 
Gretchen  Tuthill 
William  Wells 
Harry  Bailey,  Alternate 
Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  (2) 

Jean  Etter 
Ellen  Hubbe 
Mildred  Burck,  Alternate 
Mexico  City  Monthly  Meeting  ( 1 ) 

Edwin  Duckies 

Honolulu  Monthly  Meeting  ( 1 ) 

Ben  Norris 

Representatives  at  large  ( 3 ) 

Charles  Cooper 
Nina  Dodd 
Clifford  Maser 

New  Mexico  Quarterly  and  Honolulu  and  Mexico 
City  Monthly  Meetings  will  be  asked  to  nominate 
alternate  representatives. 

Junior  Friends  recommendations,  presented  by 
Leyton  Jump,  Clerk,  were  approved  by  Executive 
Committee  as  follows: 

—Junior  Eriends  attending  without  their  parents 
bring  a letter  of  recommendation  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  Monthly  Meeting  they  attend. 

—Junior  Eriends  not  with  parents  meet  their 
adult  sponsors  three  times  a day  during  Yearly 


Meeting;  and  live  in  the  same  areas  as  sponsors 
( both  those  camping  and  those  in  dorms ) . 

—Adult  Ministry  and  Oversight  support  Junior 
YM  Ministry  and  Oversight  in  disciplining  young 
people  who  are  disruptive,  have  no  interest  in  par- 
ticipating, or  who  are  using  drugs. 

—A  lounge  be  made  available  for  both  Junior 
and  Young  Eriends  for  quiet  conversation  after 
11:00  p.m. 

—The  Young  Friends  Clerk  be  informed  of  the 
concerns  of  Junior  Friends,  asked  for  their  cooper- 
ation, and  urged  to  exercise  similar  discipline  in 
regard  to  Young  Friends. 

PLANS  FOR  1966  YEARLY  MEETING 

Executive  Committee  approved  a tentative 
agenda  for  the  1966  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  plus 
the  following  general  arrangements  and  additions: 

—Memorial  Meeting  session  and  State  of  the 
Society  meeting  will  follow  the  same  format  as  in 
1965  (the  latter  possibly  including  comments  on 
the  State  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  itself).  Worship- 
Eellowship  groups  will  be  scheduled  for  all  par- 
ticipants, including  Junior  Eriends,  as  in  past 
years. 

—Chairs  will  be  provided  outside  the  registration 
area,  so  that  arriving  Eriends  may  have  a time  for 
greeting  and  fellowship,  thus,  it  is  hoped,  reducing 
the  restlessness  at  the  second  plenary  session  of 
Yearly  Meeting  at  4:00  p.m.  on  August  14. 

—Song  gatherings  will  be  held  each  evening  for 
half  an  hour  before  the  regular  sessions. 

—Committees  reporting  to  Yearly  Meeting  will 
be  encouraged  to  appear  as  a group,  facing  the 
meeting,  in  order  that  they  may  be  identified  and 
be  near  the  microphone.  Greater  use  of  a loud- 
speaker system  should  be  made  during  plenary 
sessions  and  will  be  available  during  worship 
meetings  on  a trial  basis. 

—Representative  Committee  will  be  asked  to 
meet  near  the  end  of  Yearly  Meeting  to  evaluate 
the  sessions  and  make  suggestions  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  next  year. 

—A  general  meeting  of  all  Ministry  and  Over- 
sight Committee  members  from  Monthly  and  re- 
gional Meetings  will  be  held  early  in  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 

—Increased  display  of  arts  and  crafts  done  by 
Eriends  will  be  encouraged,  and  space  arranged 
for  it. 

—Eriends  from  Oregon  Yearly  Meeting  and 
Eriends  United  Meeting  will  be  invited  to  send 
members  to  attend  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

—“Problems  the  Quaker  Eamily  Eaces  Today” 
will  be  presented  to  a plenary  session  by  the  Edu- 
cation Committee,  to  be  followed  by  an  interest 
group  on  the  topic. 

—Two  general  sessions  with  henry  cadbury  will 
be  arranged.  Plans  will  also  be  made  for  him  to 
meet  with  Young  Eriends  and  Junior  Eriends. 

—The  Friends  World  Committee  and  1967  Con- 
ference will  be  considered  at  one  plenary  session. 
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NEW  MEXICO  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

New  Mexico  Quarterly  Meeting  opened  with  a meeting 
for  worship  at  11  a.m.  on  February  27,  1966,  in  Las  Vegas, 
New  Mexico. 

Las  Vegas  Meeting  reported  welcome  visits  by  Robert 
Vogel  (Orange  Grove)  and  Franklin  Zahn  (Claremont). 

Albuquerque  Meeting  mis.ses  the  Josiah  Russell  family, 
who  have  moved  to  Texas.  Their  First  Day  School  is  grow- 
ing, and  there  is  a shortage  of  teachers.  Adults  have  been 
studying  the  AFSC  pamphlet,  A New  China  Policy. 

Much  of  Santa  Fe  Meeting’s  time  has  been  occupied  in 
the  care  of  Olive  Rush,  and  the  sale  of  her  property  and 
paintings.  The  Meeting  has  been  vitally  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Friends  Coordinating  Committee  on  Peace,  and 
Sylvia  Loomis  attended  the  FCCP  Conference  and  Virgil 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  earlier  in  February.  She  reported  on 
the  experience  to  the  Quarter,  her  remarks  supplemented 
by  Frances  McAllister  (Orange  Grove),  who  also  attended, 
and  who  was  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting  on  behalf  of  the 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Visitation  Committee. 

Santa  Fe  Meeting  presented  its  concern  for  peace  in  the 
form  of  a prepared  statement  for  the  Quarter’s  considera- 
tion: 

We  feel  it  is  consistent  with  our  faith  in  God’s  will 
that  we  as  Friends  examine  our  personal  lives  and 
the  life  of  our  country  to  see  if  there  be  any  seeds  of 
war  in  us  and  to  become  actively  and  vocally  arbiters 
of  goodwill  to  our  Communist  neighbors.  Let  us  not 
always  see  “the  enemy’’  in  them  but  be  active  recon- 
cilers that  may  live  side-by-side  with  mutual  inter- 
change and  “thus  fulfill  the  spiritual  void  in  our 
civilization.’’ 

The  Quarter  plans  to  invite  Margaret  Gibbons  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland  to  visit  New  Mexico  during  her  trip  to  the 
United  States  in  the  fall  of  1966. 

The  Quarter  would  like  to  have  a Quaker  spiritual  leader 
visit  either  a Quarterly  Meeting  or  the  individual  Monthly 
Meetings. 

The  next  Quarterly  Meeting  will  be  hosted  by  Santa  Fe 
Monthly  Meeting  in  May. 

-JOHN  ATKINSON. 

Recording  Clerk 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

To  the  Editor: 

As  Quakers  we  feel  a real  sense  of  frustration 
and  despair  over  our  government’s  present  mili- 
tary involvement  in  Vietnam.  We  have  continuing 
faith  in  the  attitudes  and  outlooks  of  Senator 
Wayne  Morse  and  Representative  Edith  Green 
towards  the  problems  in  Vietnam.  We  are  appalled 
at  the  reports  of  atrocities  committed  on  both 
sides,  and  by  the  saturation  bombing  committed 
by  our  forces  in  Vietnam. 

We  cannot  understand  the  position  of  the  John- 
son Administration,  which  appears  to  advocate  the 
liberation  of  people  by  taking  their  lives  and  rav- 
aging their  land.  Believing  that  there  is  that  of 
God  in  every  man  to  which  we  must  minister,  we 
feiA^ently  urge  the  President  to  initiate  negotiations 
for  peace  including  all  factions  which  are  a party 
to  the  conflict  and  further  urge  an  immediate 
cessation  of  bombing  as  a first  step  toward  peace. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Multnomah  Meeting  of  Friends 
Howard  ].  Richards,  Clerk 


We  were  discussing  just  now  the  Quaker  habit 
of  never  saying  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  etc., 
hut  always  the  “first,  second,  third  day  of  the 
week,”  to  avoid  using  the  names  of  heathen  gods. 
Certainly  the  Q’s  are  faddy  people,  but  they  know 
what  they  think  is  right  and  stick  to  it,  tho’  why 
they  think  it  wrong  to  use  ordinary  names  for  days 
and  months  (months,  of  course,  are  equally  sus- 
pect) puzzles  non-Quakers.  Well,  they  are  excel- 
lent people,  and  perhaps  the  most  logical  of 
Christians.  No  sacraments,  no  liturgy,  no  church, 
no  creed.  To  do  so  much  upon  so  little  argues  great 
will  power  and  faith. 

—from  Last  Letters  to  a Friend,  by  Rose  Macaulay 

/W\ 

NOTES  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 


BIRTHS 

—On  February  14,  to  DAN  and  FRANCELLE  BUCKNER 
(Orange  Grove  Meeting),  a son,  Clinton  Thaddeus. 

— On  April  4,  to  ALEX  and  SALLY  SWETKA  (San  Fran- 
cisco Meeting),  a daughter,  Wendy  Ann. 


MARRIAGES 

—On  March  18,  MARILYN  JENSON  (La  Jolla  Meeting) 
and  WILLIAM  UERKVITZ.  They  will  live  in  Pacific  Beach, 
Calif. 

— On  March  12,  NORLIN  JAMES  (Eastside  Meeting)  and 
CAULINE  HYATT,  in  Couer  d'Alene,  Idaho.  They  will  live 
in  Issaquah,  Wash. 


DEATHS 

— On  March  20,  KARL  BINGEMANN,  a member  of  Med- 
ford (N.J.)  Meeting,  who  had  been  faithfully  attending 
the  Harbor  Area  Friends  Worship  Group  since  moving 
to  Seal  Beach  last  year.  At  the  memorial  meeting  held 
on  March  27,  Friends  spoke  of  his  outgoing  personality, 
cheerful  disposition,  friendly  spirit,  and  readiness  to 
be  of  service.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Katherine. 

— On  February  13,  BRIAN  GASTIL,  new-born  son  of 
GORDON  and  JANET  GASTIL  (La  Jolla  Meeting).  A 
memorial  meeting  was  held  on  February  15  in  the  Gastil 
home,  in  loving  memory  of  the  baby. 

—On  March  13,  EMILY  STRONG  MILLS  (College  Park 
Meeting),  age  64,  daughter  of  MARY  J.  W.  STRONG. 
Her  concern  for  California  Indians  led  to  the  Meeting’s 
summer  program  of  visits  by  Indian  children  to  families 
in  the  San  Jose  area.  A memorial  meeting  was  held  on 
March  17.  An  excerpt  from  the  memorial  minute  reads: 
“Our  Meeting  has  been  touched  by  the  warmth  and 
vigor  of  Emily  Mills,  and  her  commitment  to  all  of  life 
has  enriched  us  all.’’ 

BEN  LOMOND,  the  AFSC  property  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
mountains,  visited  by  many  PYM  Friends  before  or  after- 
1962  Yearly  Meeting,  is  being  developed  for  use  by 
Friends  groups  for  family  camping,  committee  confer- 
ences, etc.  Friends  may  wish  to  spend  part  of  their  vaca- 
tion camping  here  among  the  redwoods  and  helping  to 
build  a lodge/dining  hall,  trails,  and  tent  platforms.  Also 
needed  are  outdoor  furniture,  tools,  dishes,  camping 
equipment,  building  materials,  a utility  trailer  and  old 
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house  trailers,  books  and  maps,  play  equipment.  Any- 
one wishing  to  contribute  time,  materials,  or  money 
may  write  to  Win  Osborne,  c/o  AFSC,  2160  Lake  Street, 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  94121. 

sj:  * * 

NEWS  OF  MEETINGS 

COLLEGE  PARK,  MULTNOMAH,  and  other  Meetings 
have  recently  heard  talks  by  Errol  Elliott,  Professor  at 
Earlham  College,  who  has  been  visiting  the  Pacific  Coast 
this  spring  to  collect  material  for  a history  of  the  west- 
ward movement  of  Friends. 

— A new  worship  group  has  been  started  in  EAST  PALO 
ALTO,  Calif.  Contact  person  is  ROSEMARY  GOOD- 
ENOUGH  (26879  Moody  Road,  Los  Altos,  Calif.). 

— LOS  ANGELES  MEETING  has  asked  each  of  its  mem- 
bers to  write  a frank,  thoughtful  statement  about  what 
he  feels  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Meeting  to  be.  These 
statements  will  be  used  as  the  basis  for  the  annual 
State  of  the  Society  report. 

—QUAKER  RETIREMENT  CENTER  (2691  N.  Lincoln 
Avenue,  Altadena,  Calf.  Phone:  798-5916)  holds  a 
weekly  Meeting  for  Worship  at  8:30  a.m.  each  Tuesday. 
— SEOUL  (Korea)  MEETING  has  taken  under  its  care  a 
colony  of  ex-lepers  who  are  cured  but  si.'bject  to. great 
prejudice  and  in  desperate  need  of  food. 

— LA  JOLLA  FRIENDS  are  holding  a vigil  focused  on  the 
problems  in  Vietnam  at  10:30  each  Sunday  in  the  Meet- 
ing House. 


NEWS  OF  FRIENDS 

— HERBERT  FOSTER  (Santa  Cruz  Meeting)  and  family 
have  moved  to  Visalia,  Calif.,  where  Herb  is  serving  as 
AFSC  Farm  Labor  Secretary. 

— MARK  SELLON’s  90th  birthday  was  celebrated  with 
a special  cake  by  La  Jolla  Meeting  Friends  on  March  6. 
— CHARLES  GAULD,  a member  of  Washington,  D.C. 
Meeting,  who  has  attended  Palo  Alto  Meeting  for  some 
years,  just  returned  from  18  months  in  Latin  America, 
where  he  visited  AFSC  projects  in  Mexico  City,  Guate- 
mala City,  and  Lima,  and  met  scattered  Friends  in  Rio, 
Bogota  (where  about  a dozen  were  meeting  for  worship). 


and  other  cities.  He  is  writing  a travel  guide  to  the  area 
for  students. 

THE  ARIZONA  LOYALTY  OATH  for  public  employees, 
which  VERNON  and  BARBARA  ELFBRANDT  (Pima  Meet- 
ing) have  been  fighting  in  the  courts  for  five  years,  was 
declared  unconstitutional  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
on  April  19.  We  hope  to  have  more  details  in  the  next 
issue. 

In  preparation  for  the  FOURTH  FRIENDS  WORLD  CON- 
FERENCE, Monthly  Meetings  are  encouraged  to  start 
study  groups  using  the  book  prepared  for  this  purpose. 
No  Time  But  This  Present.  (See  description  in  Dec. -Jan. 
issue  of  Friends  Bidletin.)  Edwin  Bronner  has  asked  for 
written  comments  from  Meetings  by  October  1.  These 
responses  will  be  collected  into  a small  volume  to  be 
published  soon  after  January  1,  1967. 

As  Friends  all  over  the  world  participate  in  this  man- 
ner, we  shall  truly  have  a World  Conference. 

— GRETCHEN  TUTHILL 


COMING  EVENTS 

—May  14-15,  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  HALF-YEARLY 
MEETING.  Orange  Grove  Meeting  House,  526  E.  Orange 
Grove,  Pasadena.  Standing  committees  meet  on  call  of 
chairmen  on  Saturday  afternoon;  Continuing  Committee 
at  7:30  Saturday  evening.  Regular  session  10  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m.  Sunday. 

—May  14,  WILLAMETTE  QUARTERLY  MEETING,  in 
Portland. 

—JUNE  24  to  JULY  1,  FRIENDS  GENERAL  CONFER- 
ENCE at  Cape  May,  N.J.  The  focus  will  be:  What  should 
be^the  response  of  the  Society  of  Friends  to  the  great 
moral,  social,  spiritual,  scientific,  and  technological 
crises  of  our  time?  Will  the  Society  be  able  to  speak 
significantly  to  the  condition  of  young  seekers  of  the 
21st  century?  Douglas  Steere,  Charles  Price,  Jan  de 
Hartog,  John  Burrowes,  William  Hubben,  Henry  Cad- 
bury, and  others  will  be  speakers.  Details  may  be  had 
from  the  FGC,  1520  Race  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19102. 


Library 

San  Francisco  Friends  Center 

2160  Lake  Street 

San  Franciscolj:  Calif*  94121 


